Quiet Revolt 


Under Way 



A quiet revolution is 1 
under -way in the Senate, 
less dramatic but no less 
significant than the one 
in th'e House, and Edward 
M. Kennedy is a key 

TheMassachusetts Dem- 
ocrat mustered a liberal 
coalition'Uhat dealt a ter-’ 
rific beating to conserva- 
tives when’ the 'party’s 
Steering Committee 
handed out committee 
assignments recently. 

Demonstrating an abil- 
ity and force long ex- 
pected but never quite 
achieved before, Kennedy 
thoroughly studied . the 
rules, traditions ’and 
mathematical formulas 
governing appointments 
by the 19-member Steer-" 
ing Committee. " y 

Then he proceeded to 
grab most of the juiciest 
dew committee- slots for 
liberals and freshmen, 
and : whipped , a move by , 
'his old, rival, Robert C. 
Byrd (W. Va.), to seat the; 
deeply conservative 
’James B. Allen (Ala.) on 
, the Judiciary Committee, 

. Which handles civil rights'; - 
and criminal-code legisla- 
tion, and bills ; on abor- 
tion, busing, school 
prayer and constitutional 
amendments. 

v The newly : powerful 
bloc of Democratic liber- 
als regarded the thwart- 
ing of Allen’s bid for Ju- 
diciary as their No. 1 o'o- 
, jective as the session, 
opened. Highly . effective, 
a master of Senate rules-, 
and the most skillful fili 7 
busterer in the Senate^ 
Allen, has been labeled a 
“one-man wrecking crew 
on civil rights” .by North- 
ern Democrats. — , 
Kennedy, working with 
several other liberals on 
the 19-man Steering Com- 
mittee, first engineered a 
10-7 vote to give James 
Abourezk (S.D.) the one . 
vacant Democratic slot on 
i Judiciary. 

See SENATE, A23, Col. 2 

. Outside groups help - - 
ed freshmen. ... A14. j 
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Next: day; when Byrd proposed that 
another Democratic seat be added to 
Judiciary' to put Allen on as well he : 
lost on a 9-to-9 tie. And when Byrd 
talked of reconsidering the tie, Ken- 
nedy openly threatenedito" put the 
matter before the whole caucus of 61 
Democratic senators and reverse any 
pro-Allen vote by the steering unit. 

Kennedy,- working with -Dick .Clark 
(Iowa) and others, also' seated two 
freshman liberals— John Culver (Iowa) 
and Gary Hart (Colo.)— on the Armed 
Services Committee, in 1 what he 
frankly described as a move to “open 
up” that conservative committee to ' 
liberal influences. On. a second go- 
round, another committee seat was 
added, and it went to a northern fresh- 
man; Patrick Leahy (Vt.). : ■ , . . 

Liberals Clark and Joe Biden Jr 
(Del.), got the vacant Democratic posts 
on Foreign Relations, and t 


like Clifford P. Case (N 
McC. Mathias. Jr. (Md.), Ja 
(N.Y.) and Richard S. Sch 
to name only a few, the 1 


could unduly thwart the will of 
majority. 

One of the firpt moves was to ass 
that committees like Finance 
Armed Services were “opened up’ 
liberals, and Kennedy, Clark and tl 


Majority leader Mike Mansfield (D- 
• Mont.) has ilways said that he would I 
,be glad to comply if any senator j 
wished to stand up in the: caufcus and '' 
demand a se met ballot on the election 
of a chairma l nominated by file Steer- 
ing Committie. But from Clark’s point, 
of view that procedure would mark 
the challenger,: for (retribution /if the 1 
■ challenged c lairman survives. The dis- 
sident’s own subcommittee staff could 
J be slashed, lis legislative prdposals 
quashed. Fea - of such retribution natu- 
rally has inhi lited any challenges. 

What Clarj finally obtained was an 
agreement th it if ohe-fifth of the Dem- , 

ocrats notify Mansfield anonymously ■' 

on forms sp< cially provided to them 
and returnee without signature— that 
;■ the y want a secret ballot, on any chair- 
man, it will b< held. - . 




